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Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / July 21 

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of the United States- 
Oman Free Trade Agreement 
July 20, 2006 

I am pleased the House has approved 
our free trade agreement with Oman. This 
agreement will advance America’s national 
security by strengthening our bilateral rela-
tions with a strategic friend and ally in the 
Middle East region. The agreement will 
also level the playing field for U.S. workers 

and businesses and will support Oman’s 
leaders as they seek to create long-term 
opportunities for the Omani people. I look 
forward to signing this legislation and to 
continuing our efforts to build a Middle 
East free trade area. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Military Personnel and an Exchange 
With Reporters in Aurora, Colorado 
July 21, 2006 

[The President’s remarks are joined in 
progress.] 

The President. ——and this country sup-
ports you and admires you and appreciates 
your dedication. You’re doing some hard 
work. It’s hard work to defeat terrorists, 
killers that wanted to achieve their objec-
tive. But we’ll succeed; we’ll prevail. 

I want our troops to understand that not 
only does the country support them, but 
we’ll win. It’s in our national interests that 
we win. And we will. We’ve got some pow-
erful, powerful weapons on our side. We’ve 
got the men and women who wear the 
uniform, people who bring such dignity and 
honor and bring compassion to people who 
have been suffering under tyranny and are 
now wondering whether or not the future 
is bright for them. And we’ve got freedom 
on our side too, and freedom is a powerful 
weapon. People want to be free. 

And again, I want to thank you all for 
your service. I want to thank your families. 
I wish they were here so I could thank 

them in person. But your sacrifice has 
meant a lot. Congratulations for stepping 
up and volunteering and being a part of 
history. Thanks for giving me a chance to 
visit and have a little lunch with you. God 
bless you all. 

Secretary Rice’s Upcoming Visit to the 
Middle East 

Q. Mr. President, what do you hope Sec-
retary Rice accomplishes on her trip to the 
Middle East, sir? 

The President. I’m going to talk to her 
tomorrow when I—Sunday, when I get 
back to the White House. We’re going to 
have a good visit. 

Q. What do you hope she accomplishes, 
sir? 

The President. I said I would talk to her 
tomorrow. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at 
Tamale Fiesta Kitchen. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 
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Statement on Senate Passage of Child Protection and Safety Legislation 
July 21, 2006 

I applaud Members of the United States 
Senate for voting to strengthen our laws 
against convicted sex offenders. 

The ‘‘Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act of 2006’’ will ensure appropriate 
sentencing for sex offenders and will pro-
vide local law enforcement officials with 
thetools they need to track those who prey 
upon children. By supporting this legisla-
tion, the Senate has taken an important 

step towards providing our country with a 
strict, uniform system for monitoring sex 
offenders to ensure that they do not com-
mit additional crimes against our Nation’s 
children. 

I urge the House of Representatives to 
pass this good legislation as quickly as pos-
sible, so that I can sign it into law. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4472. 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 22, 2006 

Good morning. This week, I returned 
from Russia, where I met with world lead-
ers at the G–8 summit. The summit was 
an opportunity for important talks with 
these nations, and it brought progress on 
key issues. We had wide-ranging discussions 
on the global economy. We agreed on new 
steps to strengthen our collective security, 
including a United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolution on North Korea. This resolu-
tion condemned North Korea’s recent mis-
sile launches, and it urged the North Ko-
rean regime to abandon its nuclear pro-
grams and return to the six-party talks. 

Much of our time at the summit was 
spent discussing the situation in the Middle 
East, especially the recent violence in Israel 
and Lebanon. The recent crisis in the re-
gion was triggered by the kidnaping of 
Israeli soldiers by the terrorist group 
Hizballah and the launch of rockets against 
Israeli cities. I believe sovereign nations 
have the right to defend their people from 
terrorist attack and to take the necessary 
action to prevent those attacks. 

We’re also mindful of the cost to inno-
cent civilians in Lebanon and in Israel, and 
we have called on Israel to continue to 

exercise the greatest possible care to pro-
tect innocent lives. Throughout this crisis, 
I have spoken to leaders in the Middle 
East and around the world. Our efforts to 
resolve this dangerous situation are guided 
by an international framework that is al-
ready in place. 

In 2004, the United Nations Security 
Council adopted Resolution 1559, which 
recognizes the sovereignty of Lebanon, calls 
for all foreign forces to withdraw from Leb-
anon, and calls for the disbanding and dis-
armament of all militias. Hizballah defied 
the world’s just demands by maintaining 
armed units in the southern region of Leb-
anon and attacking Israel in defiance of 
the democratically elected Lebanese Gov-
ernment. 

I’ve directed Secretary of State Rice to 
travel to the Middle East in the coming 
days to discuss the best ways to resolve 
this crisis with leaders in the region. Sec-
retary Rice will make it clear that resolving 
the crisis demands confronting the terrorist 
group that launched the attacks and the 
nations that support it. 

For many years, Syria has been a primary 
sponsor of Hizballah, and it has helped 
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